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Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

Our upcoming November 13th meeting is our 
Salute to our Veterans.  Join us for pizza as we 
recognize and celebrate these incredible friends. 
We look forward to sharing photos of FLAGS we 
sponsored on their behalf at the Garibaldi Meuc-
ci Museum.  Our speaker is Tom Wagner, a 
father of a Marine, will share the mission of the 
The Forgotten Soldiers Outreach Program, as 
well as his experience as a long term volunteer.  
Tom will also accept the items donated by mem-
bers for active-duty military members .. let us 
overwhelm him with our kindness! (Reminder, the 
items list is on page 6!) 

Off I go to Staten Island, NY, this weekend, to rep-
resent our Sgt. Bonanno Lodge at the Fundraising 
Luncheon for the Garibaldi Meucci Museum.  The 
museum is owned and run by Order Sons and 
Daughters of Italy in America. This is one of our 
newest philanthropic charities for which we fund-
raise and support through membership dues.  Other 
charities include Cooley’s Anemia, Cancer, Alzhei-
mer’s, and Autism.   

At the Tommy Cono Show, twelve of us thor-
oughly enjoyed ourselves!  Known as the Voice of 
Tribute, Tommy is a talented showman who really 
impressed us with his amazing range of vocals 
and his warm and welcoming personality.  Inter-
esting fact:  his manager is an OSDIA Lodge 
President in NJ!  Tommy will be back in Boca on 
March 19 - save the date and plan to attend the 
show! 

 
 

Our Italian Heritage meeting in October was                                    
well-attended with over 50 members enjoying 
dinner followed by a short business meeting, and 
incredible speakers - Marianna De Tollis, Frank 
Barbieri, and Joan D’Amato. (photos and details 
on page 4). 

We are moving full steam ahead with implement-
ing all updated Bylaws, as recently passed by the 
membership.  We are now working on the new 
Standing Rules / Policies and Procedures, and 
look forward to sharing with you soon.  Please let us 
know if you are interested in joining the board or 
being on a committee, and if you get a call from the 
Nominating Committee, please say YES 

Future Events:  December 11th is our Christmas 
Party at the South County Civic Center, and Janu-
ary 15th, MANGIAMO!  Nonne Night, we host a pot-
luck for students and friends of the FAU Italian De-
partment, providing an opportunity to enjoy foods 
their own Italian Nonne may have made!  

Membership in our lodge is rewarding, and re-
newals are now being accepted!  $60/pp or $110 
per couple.  Renew for 2026 by zelle-ing the lodge 
or by sending a check to the PO Box. If you have 
questions, give us a shout!  

We love our members, and we want you to re-
member that we are here for you, whether you need 
help with something, need to talk, or need a ride!  
You are part of the FAMIGLIA!   

With love and hugs,   
Wendy            

President’s Message Translation is on page 3! 

 
Bonanno Officers 
 

President:   Wendy Corso-Ruud  (561)715-1361 
Vice President:                   Robert “Bob” Ianniello 
Financial Secretary:  Larry Danza 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Chase 
Treasurer:   Ginny De Mattei 
Immediate Past President:  Edmondo Catania 
Chaplain:   Father Adam Forno  
Orator/Consigliere:  Edmondo Catania 
Trustees:                  * Vincent Como   * Gene Costanzo 
   * Joan D’Amato * Joe D’Amato 
   * Jim Episcopio * Lydia Marini  
   * Anthony Yazzetti 
 

Italian Cultural Historian:  Joan D’Amato 

 
Committees   
Events/Speakers  Wendy Corso-Ruud 
House:    Bob Ianniello  
Newsletter:    Wendy Corso-Ruud 
Scholarship:    Eugene Costanzo 
Sunshine:    Ginny De Mattei 
501C3 Fundraising:   Ed Catania / Vincent Como  
Website:    Ginny De Mattei 
 

Bonanno Officers Grand Lodge of Florida 
President GL Florida:   Joe Dente 
1st VP GL Florida:   Nick Cantore 
State Trustee-Region VII:  Edmondo Catania 
State Deputy:                    Greg Esposito 
 

Honorary Member    Edward Mottola 



 

Cari fratelli e sorelle, 

Il nostro prossimo incontro del 13 novembre è il nos-
tro omaggio ai veterani. Unitevi a noi per una pizza, 
mentre celebriamo e rendiamo omaggio a questi incredi-
bili amici. Non vediamo l'ora di condividere le foto delle 
BANDIERE che abbiamo sponsorizzato per loro conto al 
Garibaldi Meucci Museum. Il nostro relatore è Tom 
Wagner, padre di un Marine, che condividerà la missione 
del programma The Forgotten Soldiers Outreach, 
nonché la sua esperienza di volontariato a lungo termine. 
Tom accetterà anche gli oggetti donati dai soci per i mili-
tari in servizio attivo... lasciateci sommergerlo con la nos-
tra gentilezza! (Promemoria: l'elenco degli oggetti è a 
pagina 6!) 

Questo fine settimana parto per Staten Island, New 
York, per rappresentare la nostra Sgt. Bonanno Lodge al 
pranzo di raccolta fondi per il Garibaldi Meucci Muse-
um. Il museo è di proprietà e gestito dall'Ordine Figli e 
Figlie d'Italia in America. Questa è una delle nostre più 
recenti organizzazioni filantropiche per la quale raccoglia-
mo fondi e sosteniamo attraverso le quote associative. 
Altre organizzazioni benefiche includono l'anemia di Coo-
ley, il cancro, l'Alzheimer e l'autismo. 

Al Tommy Cono Show, dodici di noi si sono divertiti 
moltissimo! Conosciuto come la Voce del Tributo, Tom-
my è un talentuoso showman che ci ha davvero impres-
sionato con la sua straordinaria gamma vocale e la sua 
personalità calorosa e accogliente. Fatto interessante: il 
suo manager è il presidente di una Loggia OSDIA nel 
New Jersey! Tommy tornerà a Boca il 19 marzo: segnat-
evi la data e partecipate allo spettacolo! 

Il nostro incontro sull'Eredità Italiana di ottobre è 
stato molto partecipato, con oltre 50 soci che hanno 
cenato, seguito da un breve incontro di lavoro e relatori 
straordinari: Marianna De Tollis, Frank Barbieri e Joan 
D'Amato. (foto e dettagli - pagina 4). 

Stiamo procedendo a pieno ritmo con l'implementa-
zione di tutti gli Statuti aggiornati, recentemente ap-
provati dai soci. Stiamo lavorando al nuovo Regolamen-
to Interno / Politiche e Procedure e non vediamo l'ora 
di condividerli con voi presto. Fateci sapere se siete inter-
essati a entrare a far parte del consiglio direttivo o di un 
comitato e, se ricevete una chiamata dal Comitato di 

Nomina, dite SÌ. 

Eventi futuri: l'11 dicembre si terrà la nostra festa di 
Natale al South County Civic Center e il 15 gennaio, 
MANGIAMO! Nonne Night, organizzeremo un pranzo al 
sacco per studenti e amici del Dipartimento di Italiano 
della FAU, offrendo l'opportunità di gustare i piatti italiani 
che le vostre nonne potrebbero aver preparato! 

L'iscrizione al nostro lodge è gratificante e i rinnovi 
sono già aperti! 60 $ a persona o 110 $ a coppia. Rinno-
vate per il 2026 inviando un assegno alla casella postale 
del lodge o inviando un assegno alla casella postale. Se 
avete domande, contattateci! 

Amiamo i nostri membri e vogliamo che ricordiate che 
siamo qui per voi, che abbiate bisogno di aiuto, di parlare 
o di un passaggio! Fate parte della FAMIGLIA! 

Con affetto e abbracci, 

Wendy, Presidente  

 

This message was translated using GOOGLE TRANS-

LATE  for those who like to read  

and/or dabble in the language..  

if you would like to help translate, please step up! 
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SEE YOUR AD HERE! 

BE SEEN BY OUR MEMBERSHIP 

AND BEYOND 



 

 

October is Italian Heritage Month:  After a delicious dinner from Doris’s, we heard from Marianna De Tollis, 
the President of FATI, who thanked us for our donation to the “Sister School” program,  

bringing students over from Italy to experience life at West Boca High.    
Frank Barbieri, past Chairman of the Board of the School District of Palm Beach County, shared  

stories of his Italian background and his adventures in Italy this past month.   
Our Italian Heritage Chair, Joan, shared the story of the largest lynching in America, of 11 innocent Italian 

men in Louisiana, back in 1891.  Did You Know: The lynching prompted President Benjamin Harrison to  
establish Columbus Day in 1892 to honor the victims and improve relations with the Italian community.  
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October is Italian Heritage Month! 
More Event Photos! 
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Our Bonanno Bocce Team meets every Thursday  
morning to enjoy a gathering of players of the game at 

South County Civic Center!   
Contact Edmondo if you’d like to join the fun! 
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201 W Ocean Ave, Unit # 4306 
Lantana, FL 33462 

For further information, please go to our website at www.JohnPMarinelli.com  

201 W Ocean Ave, Unit # 4306   Lantana, FL 33462 

 

Bonanno Lodge members were treated to an 
amazing Musical evening with  

“The VOICE OF TRIBUTE” Tommy Cono!  
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Join us for an amazing afternoon of Dance at THE NUTCRACKER!!    
 

BOCA BALLET THEATRE is proud to present another spectacular season of performances!  To kick off the season, The 
Edith and Martin Stein Family Foundation will present  The Nutcracker on Thanksgiving weekend.    

 

We will be attending the SUNDAY NOV 30  2pm Performance as a group! 
 

Tickets are $35/per person. Make check payable to the BOCA BALLET THEATRE, and send by Nov 26 deadline to 
Anhtony Yazzetti - 1717 Homewood Blvd, Apt 323  Delray Beach, FL 33445  Questions? 917-887-8335 

Clara‘s dream unfolds as the Nutcracker Prince, Mouse King, and 
Sugar Plum Fairy all come to life in the sparkle of Co-Artistic  

Director Dan Guin‘s artistic vision.  
 

You don’t want to miss this holiday classic! 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 - 2pm  
Olympic Heights Performing Arts Theater 

20101 Lyons Rd 
Boca Raton, FL 33434 
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An Incredible Night of Music!    
The Festival Guglielmi at FAU ended with a concert by the orchestra of our guests from Conservatorio Puccini of La 

Spezia, Italy!  Dr Ilaria Serra and Dr Barbara Salani presented the 51 students and professors brought over from Italy.  
They played the energetic overture from “Amalia e Carlo” and immortal concertos by Mozart.  

This was the conclusion of a great one-of-a-kind Festival that included a research symposium, three concerts, two 
master classes and a full opera production!!! The FAU Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters Italian Studies 

and Music Department celebrated a great achievement tonight! And was enjoyed by all who attended. 
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The FAU Italian Studies Department Presents  “Rome, a Film Retrospective” 

Italian highlighted movies set in La Città Eterna!  NEXT EVENTS COMING UP NOV 5 and 6 at 7pm!! 

Last week:  Paolo Sorrentino’s “The Great Beauty” This retrospective is an initiative presented by FAU Italian Club Insieme  

and the FAU Italian American Studies Dept, conceived and supported by Ellen and Seth Stein.  

Wonderful presentations, with the Art Pill including wonderfully creative photos by Ida Pettener  

Please note that, LIKE ALL FAU Italian Studies events, these are also completely free of charge.   

EVENTS on  NOV 5 and 6 at 7pm were amazing… 

more details in the next issue! 
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“Il buongiorno si vede dal mattino.”  
 

 A good day starts in the morning. 
 
 

It’s absolutely all about the importance of a good start. 

 

“Meglio solo che male accompagnato.” 
 

Better alone than in bad company. 
 

This proverb warns about how to pick your companionship,  
and says that it’s better to stay alone than to spend time with unworthy people. 
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novembre 
 

01  Anika Ruud-Santry   
01  Nancy De Gregory   
02  Maryann Jiorie 
02  Rose Corso 
02  Nancy Khoury  
03  Lynn Pascarelli 
18  Nancy Corso  
09  Elizabeth Fanuzzi  
19   Francesca Scalia  
30  Mike Dattolico  

 

 

More Event Photos at the Show! 
“The VOICE OF TRIBUTE” Tommy Cono!  
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SGT BONANNO LODGE  SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAM GUIDELINES 

 

By Gene Costanzo, Scholarship Chair 
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ANNOUNCMENT:  THE EPISCOPIO 4-YEAR SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

INFORMATION AND APPLICATIONS WILL BE OUT JANUARY! See page 13! 
 

RULES FOR FUTURE REGULAR BONANNO SCHOLARSHIPS: 
 

1. Member must be in good standing and a member for at least one year. 

2. Applicant must be a graduating high school senior who must be the child or 

grandchild of a member and be selected in writing to a College/University.   

3. Apply January 1st through March 30, 2026, and submit to the Scholarship chairperson. 

4. We give two Scholarships per Year.  If more applicant’s apply, they will need to submit an essay to be 

approved by our scholarship committee. 

5. The applicant must present the acceptance letter and information, and we will forward the funds to the 

College administration office listed on the letter. 

6. Maximum scholarship $500 each. 

7. Any questions, please call your President or Scholarship Chair. 

  
 

Alterations and Dry Cleaning 
100 SE 1 Ave - Boca Raton, FL 33432 

 

561-544-0160 
 

ALTERATIONS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
 

Please like us on Facebook: 
Antonia's Dry Cleaners Alterations and Tailoring  
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ANNOUNCING THE ANTHONY AND ROSEMARIE EPISCOPIO  
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 
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Please send an email to James Episcopio 
at jimmyepi1982@gmail.com to request the  
scholarship criteria and an application form.  
Write SCHOLARSHIP in the Subject Line.  

Are YOU Ready for College? 
 

The Sgt FM Bonanno Lodge #2549 is proud to announce the  

2026 Anthony and Rosemarie Episcopio College Scholarship  

for outstanding high school senior students of Italian descent  

 

mailto:jimmyepi1982@gmail.com


 

If you wish to announce a special event, please send your Information to me no later than the 20th of each month.  
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SAVE THE DATES!!  

Second Thursday of Each Month - 6:30pm 
South County Civic Center --16700 Jog Rd - Delray Beach 33446 

 
 

2025-2026 
 

September 11  Welcome Back to Business - Potluck 
    Bring your Favourite Appetizer or Dessert 

 
October 9 Italian Heritage Night - FATI 
    Christopher Colombus, Bylaws 

 
November 13      Veteran Appreciation - Forgotten 
    Soldier Outreach - Items Collections 
     
December 11  Christmas Party 
    South County Civic Center 
 
 
 

 - - - - -  2026  - - - - -  2026  - - - - -  2026  - - - - -  2026  - - - - - 
 

January  15   Nonne Night - Bring your Favourite ITALIAN FOODS 
DATE CHANGE!!  FOOD Potluck - FAU Italian Studies Department 

 
Jan 25 - Jan 31 Dolce Vela - Sweet Cruise - Celebrity Eclipse 
  Sun - Sat 

 
February 12  Valentine’s Day - Show the Love   
  Members Appreciation 

 
March 12 St Joseph’s/St Patrick’s 

 
April 9 Easter - Mozzarella (?) Night 

 
May 7   Mother’s Day - Porchetta (?) Night 
    Game Night - Show Me the Money 
 
June/July/August Summer Luncheons/Dinners  TBA 

 

UP NEXT 
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Please Take Note  
“If you find mistakes in our publication, PLEASE consid-
er they are there for a purpose… remember that we pub-
lish something for everyone, because some people are 

always looking for misteaks!”  EC 
 

The Floridian 
 

To enjoy our Florida Grand Lodge newsletter, 
please go online to https://osiaflorida.org/news 
 

Advertise in our newsletter  
for 12 months!  

 

Business card: $  50 
Half Page:   $  75 
Full Page:  $125 
ADD TO WEBSITE  $  50 ADDITIONAL 

 

Annual Dues for 2026 
 

Membership Dues are payable by the first of 
every year.  Please make note of the dues: 
 
 

Individual:   $  60.00  
Couple:       $110.00  
Social:       $  60.00 

 

Membership Payment Schedule 
 

  REVAMPED:  Member dues will now be paid 
annually by January 1st.  If not paid by the end 
of January, there will be a reinstatement fee 
added to your membership dues, so please be 
ready to pay on time!   In September, dues are 
reduced to $30.  You will be reminded starting 
October, to pay for and hold your membership 
fee (in Oct, Nov and Dec) to pay the regular 
annual dues for the next year.  

 

Lodge Information 
 

    Lodge Meetings are held at 6:30pm, the 
second Thursday of every month. We meet 
at the South County Civic Center at 16700 Jog 
Road, north of Clint Moore Rd in Delray. 
    In May we hold our last business meeting, 
then break for the Summer and hold social 
gatherings/luncheons June, July, and August.  
See calendar for future meeting/event dates! 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

    For any member who has a child or grandchild 
planning on attending College and would like to 
apply, Sgt. Bonanno Lodge has at least one $500 
scholarship available, which will be sent directly to 
the College where they’ve been accepted. Please 
talk to us for more information.  Caveat:  Members 
must be in good standing.  Contact Gene now! 
 

Past Lodge Presidents 
 

Edmondo Catania,  Joan D’Amato,  J. Nick Cantore,  

Marie Ruggiero,  Ed Mottola, Jr.,  Peter Ocello,  Steve 

Petrarca,  John Polli,  William Santangelo,  Peter  

Vallone,  Frank Benedetto,  Carlo Boniello,  

 John Boniello,  and Rosemary Boniello. 

 
  
 
 
 

Lodge Meeting Rules 
 

Our meetings at our new venue have been run-
ning smoothly.  Our meeting rules are as follows:   
remember to please be on time and get checked-in 
before entering the meeting at our welcome table, 
so we can record your attendance. 

 

Please be courteous and re-
spond to our events in a courteous 
and timely manner.  Take note that 
many events have deadlines,     
especially when making arrange-
ments for food.  We do try to plan 
events with an accurate number of members who 
will attend. 

 

If there are fees for an event, we prefer you pay 
thru ZELLE online, but if not, to send a check by 
the deadline to the Bonanno Lodge.   

 

We thank you for joining! 
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Graphic design & Editing by: 

Wendy Corso-Ruud 
 

Management & distribution by: 

Ginny De Mattei 
 

Newsletter created in 2013  

La Voce di Boca Raton  

Published monthly by:  

Sgt Bonanno Lodge #2549 

Order Of The sons And Daughters  

of Italy In America,  

email osiaflboca@gmail.com 
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Facebook: click here https://www.facebook.com/
frederick.bonanno.lodge2549/ 

 
 

Website: click here  www.osdiaboca.org 

https://osiaflorida.org/news
https://www.facebook.com/frederick.bonanno.lodge2549/
http://www.osdiaboca.org

